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The demands of the States-General of 1561 are
the best evidence of the political tendencies of the
majority of the Huguenots and of those moderate
men who although opposed or indifferent to changes
in doctrine were hostile to the Pope, the King of
Spain and the Guises. We may contemplate in
them an ideal, compared with which all that Henry
IV. was able to effect shrinks into insignificance.
But what he attempted was possible, the scheme of
the Reformers of 1561 was too complete and con-
sistent to be within the range of practical politics.
Changes so great could only have been effected by
an overwhelming tide of public opinion, or by an
energetic minority controlling the machinery of
government. The States-General were not supported
by public opinion and many of the measures they
proposed excited the violent opposition of all
constituted authorities. The Third Estate for the
most part represented municipal oligarchies, neither
numerous nor popular. The nobility were not organ-
ised for united action ; among their natural leaders,
the great nobles and princes, there were few who
were not mainly actuated by selfish motives, and
those few were wanting in political insight. Coligny,
pre-eminent in character, ability and position, failed
to see that a reformed Church was possible only in
a reformed State,

Not only did the proposals of the Estates meet
with no acceptance, but the dislike with which they
were regarded was extended to the religious opinions
with which they were believed to be connected.

We may henceforth notice a marked change in the